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OSTMEN OF THE WORLD,

fow the Various Nations Uniform
Their Letter Carriers,

An Interesting Exhibit Now nt the
Pan-Amerienn Eaxposition—=May Be
Moved Washingion — Loin
Cloths Dresses.

L
In Japnun—=iher

An attractive exhibit In the Govern-
ment  Bullding at the Pan-American
Exposition, ang one which may possi-
bly be transferred to the National Mu-
seum #t the conclusion of the fair, ix
a serles of very lfe-like figures repre-
senting the uniferms and equipments
of the yvarious postmen of the world,
The uniform of the letter carrier of this
¢ountry must be said to compare ranther
unfavorably, in point of elegance and
neatness,  with  those used In other
countries. Ir simplicity of attire
Postmon of Japan must be given first
Place, hix uniform consisting of a loin
cloth of very scanty dimensions and
nothing more. It is true that this post-
man is only employed in remote dis-
trict= of the country. The mail pouches
@re hung on either end of a bamboo
pole that ig carried over the shoulder,,

The pative runner of Natal is another
striking example of the universality of
the great postal syetem of the world,
thet marvel of human fngenulty which
unites the most di=tant individuals, so
thst the traveler need rarely feel en-
tirely seporited from his home and kin-
dred. The Natal runners are interest-
ing from their attire, their headdress
of leaves for instance, and thelr meth-
ods of work. When they perform short
Journeys they run at a rate of about
four miles an hour. The salary pald s
# per month, and an allowance Is made
for ratlons, The clothing of the letter
carrier of Natal, in Its entirety, con-
Bists of a wilitary great-coat and cape,
which are supplisd by the Government
of the Calony. Beneuth the overcoat is
worn a garment called the mucetu;
and a raw hide sandal s sometimes
laced to the fool.

The postmen of Barbados, although
they are not privileged to sport the pie-
turczque shirt walst of our own letter
carriers, are allowed to wear two uni-
forms—one for the hot weather In July,
August, and September, and the other
for cooler months, The former Is made
of unblezched botton drill, with red
facings, and the latter of blue serge.

On the svuthern slopew of the Cauca-
sus, the dweller whe awalts a Jetter
from a friend on the plains sends his
dog down In charge of a tax collector
or peddler, with Instructions that the
message shall be placed in a Hitle pouch
in the ring of the dog's collar. The in-
teliigent q“uﬂ.dn.lih.‘-d is then tormed
loose and trots back home with the
mall

One of the strangest methods of car-
rying the mails Is in vogue among the
natives of Coromandel, It Is =ald that
waterproof bugs are there deposited
in a species of catamaran-boat which is
#0 gmall that the postroan has to sit
astride it like & floating log. Some-
times these postmen are washed off
into the water, where nomerous sharks
form an eltment of consideration, but
in most cases the passage {s made in
safety, and the letters are received
puncteally.

Most of the employes of the Postoffice
Department of British Guiana are npe-
Eroes or of negro descent, although the
sdministrative stuff are Europeans or
of European descent.

The Salvador postman is also a
swarthy gentleman with a strong dash
of African blood in his veins. In the
capital of Salvador there are seventeen
letter carriers of this type, two of
whom are exclusively employed In the
dellvery of registered letters for which
they receive $40 a moanth. There are
three monthly malls to Europe, and
three to this country, all of which are
carried by the Paclfic Steamship Com-
pany.

A very primflive method of carryving
the mails is In vogue In Korea, a small
but exceedingly conservative nation.
The ox-cart is here employed In the
postal service, and it Is asything but
a rapid meuns of transit, In China,
which s also fairly unprogressive,
there ks more of an attempt at speed.
There are two methods of viarrying the
malls there. The letters of the man-
darins are delivered by specinl couriers,
frequently accompanied by military es-
corl. Public letwrs are carried by two
private companies. The first company,
cslled the “Local,™ has the clties for its
seat of operations; and the other, eall-
¢d the “General™ dellvers letters to all
parts of the empire, malntaining com-
munication with the far-off frontier
towns.

In Holland, the extent of the mall
gervice routes i over 30000 miles. The
uniform of the postmen Is seml-mili-
tary in character; the men themselves
are said to be 2 remarkably handsome
body.

In Auntria, the Government gives to
the pasimen every year ope tunle, one
palr of cloth trousers, one palr of linen
trousers, one walstecout, and a cap,
while every second year a coant and
biouse are given., Previous milltary
service |y consldered as postal service,
and In time of war each year counts
Goubl.

The Romin postman hus to work
eight hourse a day for sbout 315 a
montk. The uniform s not as neat as
that of most other European countries,

The Turkish postal system has, of
late, Leen reformed with much benefit
to the people of that natlon. It used
o be a frequent occurrence for letters
to he Irrecoverably lost. The pay of
the Turkish letter carriers ls so low as
te oblige them to combine with thelr
official profession that of mendlcant,
und ask publicly for “backsheesh. ™

The Swedish postman, at least that
specimen represented In the exhibit, Is
an old gentleman of elegunt and com-
mwanding appearunce, and the neat
black bag which he carries under his
arm I jost sight of in the majestic

tout-ensemble. In pulnt of appearance
this letter carrier undoubtedly takes
first place.

In Switzeriand, candidates for the
pastal service are not required tv pass
8 formal examination. The vacnncles
are advertised, and the man seledted
must be able to rend anld write the lan-
rusge of Lhat part of the country which
ke is to serve, to know simple arith-
metie, and, above all, to be & strong
man and a good walker. The uniform
in winter consists of a biues coat and
light grey trousers. The summer uni-
form Is n gréy blouse with the same
Lrousers.,

The uniform of the postman of Nor-
way is durk green in color, though, It
Is said, many of the meén want it chang-
ed to blue. The facings of the coat are

of sllver brald, and there Is o small
rockade of the Naorwegian on
th+ band round the eap.

The cilmate of Finland is uaoiformly
severe, and the postmen dress warmiy.
The costoume i3 picturesgue. Laong
bosts of thick leather and & long cout,
crowned by a round cap, make up the
detalls. Many of the postmen are lin-
gulsts, since they talk Fianlsh, Swed-
Ish, and Russian,

The Danish postman wears a rather
elegnnt uniform of dark cloth and rich

colors

braid., The service s sald to be excel-
Ient in every respect. The uniform of
the Bulgerian postman is of dark blue
cloth with glit butions, and green col-
Inr x auffs. The French postman
alzo dresses In dark blue, with very
narrew red facings.

When this exhibit s mounted perma-
nently, it Is to be hoped In this city,

It will, it in felt assured, prove of gen-
eral Intervat,

WHERE ACROBATS PRACTICE.

A Famoos Resord in lLondon for
Srange Specinlints,

There are very few Londoners who

know that dewn In the unmavory New

Cut, on the right hand side as one goes
toward Waterioo Road, is a little, grimy
windowed coffes shop.

Above the door is the legend—familinr
enough  hereabouts—"Heds sixpence a
night.” 1t is cbhviously a poor man's “ho-
tel,”™ Yet any weskday, from I or 11 in
the morning up till 1 or 2 In the after-
noon, the curicus In such matters may
olsorye passing in and out 4 never cens-
Ing stream of well-dresssd and well-set-
up men, clean shaven, sprioce and alert,
the very last sort of individuals one would
Imagine to patronize for its board or lodg-
Ing an estabiisnment such as this

Nor, as g mutter of fact, do they do so.
Follow any one of them, and you will find
that he passed stralght through the lit-
the shop, down o dark passage, 1o emerge
eventually Into a lofty hall, round the
wall of which are rarged all kinds of
gymnustie apparntus.

Amd on the floor, suspended from rings
in midair, dangling from trapezes near
the celling, are men—and women—tum-
bilng. fring, swinging. walking on their
hands, standing on their heads, throwing
somersaults by the score, amd twisting
themeelves into every concelvable contor-
ton to which the human rorm divine ls
capable of lending itself. Far this s a
“professional”™ worobuts' praciice room,
and its name and fame are known from
end to end of Europe, and, indeed, all over
the world wherever gymnasts and such
Hke folk travel, and they travel far. They
are largely foreigners, these prople.  Lis-
ten to the babel of tongues. Regnrd the
varlous types. Yon lttle dark-eyed lassie,
who ls turning “catherine wheeln™ with
such' zest, Is a Neapolitan and a debn-
tante, upprenticad to a troupe by parems
who wére Loo poor to keep her. Like 1t?
Ask her. She knows today, poor child, for
almost the first time in her hitherio sad
young Iife, what it means to go to bed
unhungry, :

Here Is an Austrian laddy training un-
dér Mr. Harry Ara. He has oaly been a
few months with the troupe, and alrendy
(he tells you proudly) he can turn forty
“Mp-flaps™ without pausing for breath

A child womzn, with black ¢1f locks and
i Jewish east of countenance, 18 solemnly
engnged In throwing her arms and legs
About and around, now like the salls of a
windmiil, anon llike the tentucles of some
#trange species of octopus. She Is an Ar-
menlan, the sole survivor of her village,
at the Ume It was raided by o band of
Kurds early last winter,

Of the Inanlmate things that are ranged
round the walls, the most are not what
they seem. A billlard table, for Instance,
which looks as solld as one of the best &)
guinea match ones, proves on Investiga-
tion to be fitted with a dommy “bed” of
green baize covered canvas, upon which
the performer can fall hendforemost, i€
need be, from almost any height without
hurting himself.

Orlginally, ene of the habitues of the
place informs us, this curiosly situnted
practice hull was a “penny gafll™ of the
oll approved type. On tha ttle stags at
the back, blodd and thunder meldramas
were presentsd night after night to ad-
miring sudiences of boys and gir's,

This wns forty years and more ngo,
but by degrees the patrons fell nway,
and, at the same lme awkward en-
dquirfes began to be instituted concerning
fts Ucens So “old Mather Potter,” the
proprictress, who superintended the pro-
duction “dremas' s, aye, and
played them. too, oo occision—found, ke
Othedlo, heir occupation gone, and inconti-
nently died

For the better puart of 4 couple of
decades afterwird the bare, gaunt hall,
masked by the grimy coffee-shop, remaln-
ol cloged and well-nigh forgotten until
ane day an enterprising “pro.” acrohat
In search of 8 place whersin to practice
discoversd It, and made it know to his
brother and slster “pros.;" sinee when it
has taken on o new J = of lfe and
prosperity. Every day acrobats pass io

of

and out, bent upon learning new tricks
which they have conceived, but which
they are not as yot perfect In. The Hitle

roum & in fact a traioing college, and it
never lacks a foll complement of adalt
puplls and learners. No public sudlencs
sves the tricks before they are presented
on the sxtage, but critics in the shape of
brother “pros™ pre plentiful.— London
Muil

MILITARY AIDS TO SCIENCE.

Britiah and German OfMecers Send
Home Valoable Specimens.,

Lirut. Boyd Alexander. Rifta Brigude,
who Is well known at South Kensington
Museum for his studies of Ypds in Africa,
has just returned from the West (Coast
with what Iz balieved to he the finest col-
Iection over obtalned on netlve serviee,

Over a thousand specimens of West Af-
rican birde, killed by hims=lf and his na-
tive collector during the campnign In
Ashantl, were brought back by Ilvuten-
ant Alexander last week.

“This s the biggest collectlon of birds
ever brought out of Africk at ane time,”
he =uid to a “Dally Mafil"” representative
yesterday afternoon. 1 have been col-
lecting In Africa now for nine or ten
years. One has to be o speciallst nows-
days.

*“The collection Is at present at South
Kensington Natural History Mussum,
where I am busy comparing the specl-
mens 1 have obtained with the nearest
prototypes there,

“It Is o pity that the Government doos
not Inslst on officers in out-of-the-way
parts of the world collecting blrds and
other thinge, The German officers do =0
already. The Colontal OfMea at Berlin
obliges all s afMecers to collect natural
history specimens whether they llke It or
not, and though their work in many
cased Ia rough-and-ready, it s betier
than nothing.

“We know very Hitle about the Lirds In
the great bend of the Niger and Hausa-
land, and absolutely ng of thoss In
the reglons around Laks Chad and Duar-
fur. ‘There I1s not a deubt that when
these greal areas come upder investizn-
tion' it will be found that one great zo-
ographi al region exists from Nartheast-
ern Afrion right ncross 1o the west coast
When 1 have finlshed examining my col-
lection of Birds they may throw consid-
erable Hght on the sufject.

“Marching with the rellef faree to Ku-
masi I left my native collector at Prahsu,
where he formed the nucleus of the eol-
lection. As the country became more
settled he gradually worked his way up
to Kumasl, making eollections at each
station on the lines of communication.”—

London Mall

70 IDENTIFY CRIMINALS,

Methods Proposed by the National
Jurean to Be Located Here.

Muany Vnlunbhle Fentores 1 He

Added te the Bertillion System—
How Thirves Are Traced=The Ear
the Only Infallahle Evidenee,
The removal of the National Burs
of Criminal Jdentification
Eo to this cliy, as at pr
plnted, makes the subjeot
ldentification a pertinent
consideration of the pollce authoritles
Should the bureau become a Govern-
ment institution, and it i= =ald that a
bill to have it made =0 will be brought
before the next Congress, the question
of arranging the immenss number of
photographs and desdriptions of erim-
inals =0 as to render anyone availuble
after a birlef search, will become of par-
amounl fmportance.

The work of the burean it=s
present grganization is mited in scope,
only extending to thosge cities which
contribute townrd lis malntenianee
the event of Its being made a Govern-
ment institution, every officer of the law
in the country having need of It conld
obtaln the pleture, record, and descrip-
tion of any person that buad ever heon
convieted in any part of the country,
und thus be able to trace out their
methode and deal with them to the
limit of the luw., Thig plan, eficlently
carried out, would place this country
on a par with France n regard (o po-
live regulations,

The Bertillon system, which would
undoubtedly be the one employved in
the bureaun in the case of Its becoming
nationil In scope, iz perhaps the most
wonderful method of classification and
arrangement, 28 well as of identifica-
tion, ever devised. In the elty of Parls,
for example, where the system Is to be
found in its perfection, the collection of
descriptions numbers over three hune
dred thousand., Yet this immense col-
lection has béen so complled and class-
ifisd that even where the pame is un-
knowr any given decripton can be
found in two minutes,

Although the Bertillon system of
measurements is now in general use in
the larger cities of this country, it is to
be noted that most of the descriptions
of eriminals In the “Rogues Gallery”
In this city, for Instance, were obutiined
in & general sort of manner, and, for
purposes of identificstion, are sald to
be practically valueless. This s owing
to the maceuracy with which the publle
uses desoriptive terms. The ordinary
ohserver, In seeking to convey an ldea
of another's personal appearance, doea
not try to define, but to depict. For in-
stance, peuple speak ~f black eyes,
while, in fact, black ~r s are an {im-
pussibility. The pupil of the eye is al-
ways black, but the iris never, and even
the eye of a negro or an Arab is only
of a dark maron color,

Of late yeurs the laentification  of
criminals has received more attention
from the authoritles in every country
than any other branch of the police ger-
vier, As a consaquence, mapy methods
have been devised for establishing, be-
yond all reach of doubt, the questiim of
personal identity. This involves the
question as to the most distinguishing
characteristic or charucteristics by
which 1o establish identity. Dr. Ed-
ward Schaeffer, the eminent micro-
scopist, of this city, has a theory which
he has had several occusions of putting
to the test, once very recently, D
Schaefler belleves that the Imprint of a
person’s hand, so made that the minute
ridges of flesh are plainly to be dis-
cerned, Is a sufficlent mark of ldentity
wh=n it can be compared with another
print of the hand. In the case advesrted
to, in which Dr. Schaeffer had occasion
to a certnin extent to employ this tes:,
n question arose as to whether the fm-
print of a bloody hand upon & window
sill was made by the victim or his slay-
er. Owing to the developments of the
ciine, however, the test was not em-
ployed further thapn to indicate the sax
of the person who bad made the hand
print, and to show, from prints taken
from the band of the victhn after dearh,

criminnl

) 4

in

one

under

that it couid not have been made by |

him. It has bien urged that this meth-
od of taking hand printe be adopted by
the Government, In addition 1o anthro-
pametry, 48 4 means of criminal iden
tifention.

The formation of the ear js another
characteristic which, it Is sald, serves
as a certain mark of identiflcation. The
similarity of two photographs may
often be confusng to the uninitiated ob-
server, and may even cause nn expert
to hesitate when both happen to be
taken in a full-face pose. This hesjta-
the advocates of the oar
theory, s Impossible where a
portrait s adjoined, for,
there he o resemblance
two profiles, there will invarlably be a
distinet difference In the formation of
the ¢iur, supposing the originals are Jdif-
ferent people. Nature makes ne two
hlades of grass alike, and there are no
two ears In the world which are ahso-
lutely ldentical, as there |s
marked difference to the experloncsd
observer, between the right and left
ears of the same pérson.

Owing to the great varfety of Its
curves and hollows, the ear, like ths
hand, would seem to recommend Jtuelf
a3 a mark of ldentity, and It hns the
advantuge over the lalter of besing
much more apparent, not having to de
pend upon delleats prints made under
certidn conditions or oa a minute ox-
amination., Moreover, the ear seems to
undergd no modificatlon of form from
the time of birth until desth. In the
various photographs of a professional
eriminal, taken at considerable intervals
throughout his Hfe, the expression of
his face, the form.of his mouth, the ar-
rangement and sbundance of bls hair,
all change, but his ear remalns unalter-
able, and the ldentity of lts formation
in different photographs is suMelent to
affirm the ldentity of the individual.

It is #ald that the luck of uniformity
in Judleinl photographs, awing to ths
great varfety of pose affected by the
auvthorities In different citles, renders
an accurate comparison much more dif
ficult, and of recent yeurs the Impor
tanee of having the photographs uni
form In size and pose has been official-
Iy insisted upon In many quarters

The French, who have the most per-
fectly organized pollce service in the
world, tuke both a full face and a profile
view, and thelr exaumple has been fol-
lowed by severnl Governments. The
Chicago police depurtment has adopied
the French systém Intoto, and has now
the most elaborate bureau of ldenti)-
cation on this continent. In searching
through large collections of photo.
graphs, the eye, It la sald, soon becumes

tion, say

should
between

=V

eyen a

In |

profile |

fatizgued and refuses to noties any but
the maost striking peculidrittes,. Tt s
ol course, physicaily impogeible ty com-
pare any given photograph Svith each
of the portraits In & collecting of many
thousand., and from the necessity for
un intelllgent clussificatipn, the French
or Bertillon system was 3éjted. Thia
system was destgned by lts inventor as
i menns for Iho-rr‘-.-lirully!:uu ¥ing the
eriminal types. but its uRd, S, far, has
been as a practical method of fdentif-
cation.

sometimes, though rarely, eriminals
resemble cach other 26 clugely &x to
cduse conslderable trouble 1o the polics,
| There were two plokpockets who wers
phatographed together in the gallery of
I a Western eity, who were so much allke

jn..m' to have been the source of much por-
|

plexity, However, to the expert the
dissimilarity of the forehend, the angle
of the nese, nnd the formation of the
eir were sufficient distingulshing marks
to denote the separate individuals,

VACCINATION m_LD‘l_TDOH.
in Mue

Laxly Enforced
British Capital,

People who fear smailpox, und put thelr
faith in vaceination, had best not live In
Fast London. The consclentious objector
doen not wax fut and kick much more
vigorously there than In other places, but
the reasoos is that he has not found It
| necessnry to proclnim his consclence and
|obtain his certificate. Without any certl-
flcite at all, he has been practieally safe
from persecation In most of the East
lLoondon districis for many years. The
reason, of course, Is that local opinion,
as e¢xpressed by the varlous boards of
guandinns, is not in favor of vaceination,
and the energetic vaccloation officer anx-
lous to perform the statutory duties of
his oflee, has found his path beset with
thorns. Two years ago, In the Stepney
Unlon, when the vaccaaton officer ini-
tintod prosceutions, the gusrdians refused
to allow him his expenses. In St George's
In-the-East another energetic offlcer met
with a somewhat similar fate.

The last repart of the medical officer for
Limrhouse, while stating that “no case of
smailpox has occurred in the distriot dur-
Ing the yoar,” refers to the “large num-
ber of children that are vaccinated In the
district.” In fact, the luw which enjoins
vaccinution unless the parents’ objection
be conselenitious appears to have becoms
a dend letter. In the few cases when
prosecutions have been pressed and fines
hove been Imposed, thelr collection has
not been enforeed. The reason for this
appears to be that in some cases the of-
fenderas would kave chosen prison befors
payment, and no wiso wvaeclnation ofh-
cer makes martyrs; while In other cases
the dellnguents were not worth powder
and shot.

Shoreditch was slumbe ~ugvaccinat-
#d as peacefally as the further
east until last week, when |ts ¥acelnation
affiecr, relying on the nede d8t, which
muakes him responsible fyr prpescution,
and cnibles him to dispenws with the con-
sent of the guardians whe appoint him,
brought a good many cages fore the
Worship Street Pglice Coyrt. o Shore-
diteh guardinns, a r«muiflqt,nb; misjority

Laws Are

of whom are opposed to cgmpwlscry vae-
must ap-
v force to

cinution, objected, but urs an
parently réemaln onable t
thelr objections,

According to the local $ranch of the
Antl-Vaccination League, no such prose-
cutlons have beeen known (in Shoreditch
for years past, and everything has been
for the best in the best Pt anVaccinated
untlons tiil these cases & werpl suddenly
sprung upon it lest weel. There is con-
siderable local MdignatoR' ™ centring
chiefly around the grievanes that an offi-
cer appointed and patd- 5y the Board of
Guardianz should pursue n policy which
that board does not approve. But, what-
#ver the merits of the existing law may
b, 1t dosa not uppear that, with the law
in its present state, tho vaccination offi-
car has any cholee.

He iz legnlly resp for seedng the
law obeyed, and to atteck him for at-
tempting to do his duly seems somewhat
childish. Many people may think that,
while any man who profe a |
tions objection can obtain exsmption from
prasecution, those who will not taks the
| trouble to object deserve no great pity.
It Is urged by the local branch of the
Anti-Vaccination League that all such
progecutions are a farce, because the fines
nwre pnot enforeed. Apparently it is true
{ that finea have seldom been levied in the
district hitherto, but that s a mére ques-

tion of policy, ard depends upon the judg-
| mant of the vaccination officer. The mers
| trouble of the prosecution may well mct

in some cases as a deterrent. There is
conslderable local interest In the question,
| #nd two things are obvious:
| vacrination oficer could hardly have done
| otherwise, copsistently with his  duty;
| wand, o lurge body of local opinlon 1s
| strongly aguinst his action. There s it
!I:i gald, some probabillty of steps belng
| tuken to enforee the fines recently impos-
| ed at Waorship Street, with a view to ns-
rertaining what effect such a polley would
& upon the unvaceinated popalation of
he district.—London Telegraph.

REUEIES MOST VALUAELE.

Regueded by Jewelers na More
Preclous Than Diamonds.
“There I8 o popular impreasion that the
d Is the most preclous jewel on
+ of the earth,”
leasis Joweler yestonday, who makes n
specialty of valuables of this kind, “but
the impresslon s wrong to some extent.

This errunveus view of the matter is
probably due to the gréut popularity of
the diumond with the vast majority of

the men and women of the world who are
fond of jewels,
this may in some way asccount for the
popular hold which the jewel has on the
publle mind. bellef that the diamuond
s the grestest In the Jewel
line le the most nutur thing in the
world, when we cume pnalyxe the
causcs. In the Arst place, Lthe jeweler his
4 great deal Lo do with i

“There Is n big profit in dinmonds: Dia-
mirids never a Jdrug on the market,
und they uever will be unless all the
vountries of the world follow the recent
example of Great Eritadm:dn cplacing a
heavy tax on the jewels ™ 'Of course, If
the ownership of diamonds is made bur-
1 v of exoghllagt revenue
men and women Iwhoe have o
siriing fondness for sparkling decora-
tioms mny decide that somg of the other
precious stones will answer their ambi-
tion in this res *t. But lhll,T is beside
the sulject. D wnds are valuable in
the extreme, and they are always good
property.  But In my business; we have
come Lo understand that there e other

thing go

to

B

Lhings viluable, and some-
tmes th valuable, Thike,
for inst ially fine yuby. 1

hive seen thut wore
great deal moro t
any mun In my
you 1 same thing
should go into a je

rth a
1 most
siness will tell
However, f yon
relpy store and ask for
n besting of the preclous stones geconding
to the rated value the chances sre thnt
mne mon out of ten would start with Jdin-
monds

“Then would follow rubles, pearis, sap-
phire wid the long Jist of other things
pirectous in the Jewsl e ke dgun ma-
i rines. Rarn mmethysiy,  bloodstones,
l-l*:-l- ds and muny others. But
this bisiness of heading the @t with din-
monds would not changs the feet phat
the ruby is regurded o v luwable
ot thmes than the dliinnns - feweldr
knows it, und while the fuct may not
have Improssed tyelr on the nernl pub
fe, It Is o fact just the sambe, and the
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atter whit differences might oxist In
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THE CITY OF HANGTOWN
How a California Community Se-
cured a Strange Name.

| Mining Residents of Placerville
Strung Up the Bad Men Who Made
Trouble—Many Storfes About the
Approprinte Title Given the Camp.

Hidden in the fir-clad hillsa and ravines
of El Dorado county, at the base of the
[first grand rise of the Slerras. there is a
I!]ittln town, Round-topped hilis wall it
securely in, as if protecting it from the
outside waorld, and up over them and
imrmu the dark green sea of tree tops,
| through the clear mountain alr, the white-
crested Sierras raise thelr rugged helghta
Flacerville, they eall It. Erstwhile a min-
Ing cnmp, and formerly nf great import-
ance ay a town, it now leads the quiet
| existence of the governmental seat of a
| mountain county, which has been jeft a
trille to one elde by the exhaustion of its
Buld deposits and the demands of com-
mercial life. It giveas no Indleations to-
day of the prominence which once was
Its own, and of the “strenuous life™ it
led onee as & mining camp. There Is now
little about it that would attrmet the at-
tentlon of the uninformed stranger to its
previous history or suggest to him any-
thing of the days when Lhe place wam the
third largest town In Calfornia. It is
charmingly pleturesque, with its lrreg-
ular streets following the contour of the
land and Jending it a quiet air of un-
conventionality and convenlence that is
not soon forgotten.

Though the place Is not widely known
as “Placerville,” there are few people in
this eountry today who have not at least
heard af It as “Hangtown.,” Certainly
there are none in Californila to whom the
name Is unfamiliar. There Is not one of
these, however, who without previous in-
formation would recognize In the Flacer-
ville of today the Hangtown of {Ifty years
age. To maost peopls the mention of the
name brings memories. either personal ar
otherwise, of the most romantic period of
Western history, wheh the men of the
East sought thefr fortunes in “El Dorado
of 48" There was a time when Placer-
ville was a mass of board and cloth
houses, and when “Emigrant Ravine
Road”™ wns constantly filled with the
teams of Incoming ploneers and freight-
&rs; when “Shirt-tail Bend,"” now desert-
ed, was a busy mining centre; when gold
rould b easily taken from Mother Earth
and fortunes made in a day were often
squandersd In wn hour: when Judge
Lynch's court was the highest legal tri-
bunal, and befare that bar swift and sure
justice was meted out to public offenders.
To thoss who suw this flourishing camp
In N= carly days, wild and eareless of Its
future, there will always come a memory,
when Placerviile Is mentioned, of those
times when money wus plenty, the pxcite-
ment of the gold fever was ruging, and
0id “Hangtown' was In its prime.

The name Is probably one of the most
| fumous of all those words which, coined
and appled as nicknames, have becoms
an interesting part of our Westorn geog-
raphy. It has been used for =fact on
“tenderfest,” and would-be portrayers of
Western lifv havs made {t part of thelr
principal stock In trade as sounding typ-
lcally and lawlessly Western. It s per-
haps crusl to disilustonize those people
| who have a more or less hazy ldea of old
Hangtown as tha scefie of daily murders
and bloodshed and wll other immoralities
which are attribnted to the ultran mining
camp. The place was, of coarss, not a
model In those respects, and came by its
name honestly enough. But it was no
| worse than any other camp of any Im-
| portance at that time. Perhaps the repu-
tation which its name galned for it had
something to do with the faet that no
extraordinary number of crimes occurred
there. Nevertheless the fact remalns
that a few were committed early In the
history of the town, and that these and
othars ware speedily punished, and to this
fact Is attributed the origin of the most
unique, as well as one of the most fa-
mous, of our Wesdtern names.

There have been, of course, many theo-
rles as to the origin of the name “Hang-
‘town,” as s perfsctly natural (g the
cass of unwritten history such as this,
| but thers are thres stories, more or less
j authentie, which purport to contaln the
trus history of how it happened. They all
sound reasonable, and it is probable that
|all three are founded on the sams fact.
The camp originated In 1845 as “Old Dry
| Diggings,” and by thls name It was
known untll Jaruary, 188, and, acoording
| ta the first story, In that month the event
| oecurred which Informafly christened the
' placs “Hangtown.'”

One night three men wera playing poker
in & salpon, probably & tent or hut, when
| one of the party “went broke.” That in
Hitself was probably not extraoniinary, but
| what followed was enough out of the com-
mon to affeet the Hettle camp to no slght
degres. The proprietor of the plnes had
| fallen aslesp In the mom, and ns [t was
| known that he had some dust (n his pos-
jﬂfv:'.-slnn. L cz=urred to the gentlemnan who
| had lost the. a glorious opportunity of re-
':I'I"Ill-l!;lng pursges was at hand., Needless
i:-- say, the proposition found favor In the
| *¥ves of the others, The slecper was

aroused and requested over 2 gunbarrel
| to “ante!” A favor asked In auch terms
was not to be refused, and he responded
with alacrity. The accompanying threats
of sure death, If ha “blew.” were disre-
| garded by the victim, however, and he
| "blew™ as promptly as he had “anted’ on
I the previous evening. The camp was wild
and wanted Justice done. No tlme was
wasted, and the robbors were arrestod be-
fore they had thme (0 escipe, & court wis
convened, and flozEing and exile were
chusen 4s a sentence in keoplng with the
ormity of the erime.

The promptness with which the whole
| procedure was gone through with might
| htive werved as o warning to wiser me
| But this wag not the case with our gam-
bler-robbers. Next day they sppeared In
eamp very drunk and very nolsy, vowling
dire vengeance on thelr punishers, Such
arrogunce and insolence was too much to
ask any respectable forty-niner to atand,
and at a mass mecting of righteously in-
dignant miners, hastlly convened, the de-
eislon to hang the men was made. This
sentence was carried out as promptly as
the previous one, The crowd marched
down the streéet to a blg onk tree, and
there, with a dozen husky ploneers at the
long end of ench rope the bad men met
their fate Thereafter thse miners sajd
“Hangtown™ when they referred to the
little Blerru camp.

Then there 5 another story which dif-
fers from the preceding one in the roman-
tie detull thut the crime Is lald at the
door of an organized gung of desperndoes,
of which infested the country.
The bands wre =ald to have been of the
genuine dime novel varlety, with grips.
signs, and pusswords. It s quite possible
| that the robliees were members of such
nn thil known =as the

L

several

organization an

Thwle” The story goes that one night
they radded wotrnding post belongd ig to A
Fretichman, in Log Coabin Ravine. He

was known to have dust in conslderabte
| quantities In his rossresion, and his for-
tune proved his roin, The despolled mer-
| hant gave the alirm us soon gs pessible,
and it was not long until the mlseresants
J were in the hands of the minors, and the
| pme Whity onk tree  thut
|
|

derved as

gillows according to the first story was |

in
H=spersdoes,

meale
of the

ciccutlng the sontence
It

fuur Is stated,
waord had been reecled from m camp
further south that the same men were

wanted for murder, and that this fact

| eentury ago. The white onk

| tirst bolled

e ——

arrested for highway robbery on the old
Georgrtown Road, and thar hanging was
not contemplated vntil an officer arrived
from toward San Francisco and identifled
the men as the perpetrators of a brutal
murdir in his section. Agaln the cak tres
figures as gibbet.

These three storfes may be but differ-
Fnt versions of the same affalr, and per-
haps no one of them Is absolutely correct
In detall, 1t ls safo to assume, however,
that among the three the true story of the
first hanging is found. It is noticeable
that the hanging had rotbery for its Im-
mediate cause and not murder. Not more
than one min was ever afterward lynched
in Hangtown, und he for a killing.

Thus, then, enme Into belng the name of
“Hangtown,” not through the fact that
lynchings were common, but from one
and oniy one hanging. The nickdame
“stuck,” and the result is that many peo-
plé have a false Impression of the char-
acter of the old camp. There are as many
towns In the East and South that are
fuily as deserving of the title as was the
little Western village. But Eastern and
Southern tongues are not as apt to coin
nicknames as were the laconie and blunt-
speaking “men of 49"

The corner of Main and Coloma Streets
s now, as it was then, the centre of the
town, and business houses at ench of its
four angles deprive It of any suggestion
of what happened there ome day, a half

is only a
memory, as a big brick block has for
years stood over Ita stump. But down
&t the rear of the stores the waters of a
lttle mountaln ereek rlpple over the
rocks [n its bed. On its north bank, they
23y, at & spot which would be In full view
from the Coloma Street bridge if & news-
paper office had not been erected thers
some thirty years ago. the lynchers bur-
ied thelr victims, There are a few wil-
lows growing along thers now, and the
siream babbles along under them, en-
tirely forgetful of the tragedy It witness-
ed when the town was young. Now and
then you sée a Chinaman, with old-fash-
loned rocker, making a half-hearted at-
tempt to coax a few graing of gold from
the already exhausted gravels. But us-
uilly It Is the qulet, rippling stream, ply-
Ing over bould and deepening Into
dark pools under the willows, suggesting
all that Is cool, beautiful, and pure, as
only & mountaln stream, stralght from
the melting snow, can. Yet they stil call
it “Hangtown Creek."—Los Angeles
Times.

ANCIENT FOOD TESTERS.

Mankind's Debt to the Heroes of the
“Grab Age.™

“Of all great mysteries in this world,”
remarked the Huongry Man, as he gave
his order to the waiter, “that of food is
one of the most fascinating. Weo mod-
ern folks who enjoy the benefits of other
people’s experience and discoveries, sel-
dom give to this fact a thought, but nev-
ertheless the fuct remains. Let me lllus-
trate. There Is our good friend the mush-
room, for Instance, and lkewise gur asch
enemy, the toadstool. They are so like
each other In appearancs that even to this
day luckless mortals occastonally eat the
wrong one and join the ranks of the
toadstool eaters of the past. Hefore folks
learned to distlnguish the difference,
therefore, what a lot of ealamities must
have been brought about through the un--
fortunate resemblance and man’s equally
deplorable ignorance. To the Stons Age,
the Age of Reptiles and the other prehis-
torie perlods, there should be added still
another, the Grub Age.

"It strikes me that the Grub Age, that
Indefinite epoch when the human race
was making the ncquaintance of its dafly
fare, must have been & very trying. not to
say palnful portion of the worlkl's history.
We are told In tradition that the anclents
very generally were hardy races. They
needed to be, for, compared with the dis-
covery and conquest of new fodd—things
to ent which you and I of the present
day regard as common—the dlscovery and
conquest of strange lands wns mere
child's play. Shcw me, for example, &
portrait of the first man who nte an oys-
ter—soft and wabbly—and I'l show you
the portrait of a brave and dauntloss
hero, willlng to sacrifice his all for the
benefit of the family bill of fare. In those
days, every man was i sort of govern-
ment experiment atatlon. Of course T
have no positive information, but T should
not be at all surprised if one of the worst
punishments metad out to prehistorie
man by his fellow being=s was a sentence
tor serve as food tester to thc: village. It
would be worse than hangins, & great
night, becnuse of the terrible uncertainty
attached to the jiob. With everybody
testing. no man’s lifs wonld be st‘fe, but
with one man condamned to test anything
and everything which was brought before

him, the denper would be minimized to
il execept tio infortunate tester. This, I
have no dco't was practiced among the
very anclent, « @ how happened it that
a0 man’ patriarchs of old wers
playing . bridge whist at the age
of M7

“No dow the doctrine of expansion

was then applled to eatables. The man
who belisved In supplementing the family
fure with somathing new and novel was
regarded as dengerous to the health of
the community and old@ men loudly crfed
out for the days of the thirteen ariginal
foods. Progressive ldeas, however, pre-
vailed then ns now, and that is why we
of today eat soft-shelled crabs, lobsters,
frogs’ legs, calves’ brains, snails, eggs,
terraping, clams, potatoes, and other de-
ligntful dainties with Impunity. But, as
you eat, consider the palns, the nerve,
the fortitude which your ancestors had
to display In order to establish the repu-
tation for honesty of the stuff which you
enjoy. You who like apple fritters, how
would you Hke to have been the man who
first overcame the prejudice against the
apple? If 1 remember rightly the apple
wis the frult which helped to destroy the
peace of the Garden of Eden. How about
potatoes? What woas the prehistorie per-
=on poking at whan he lit upon them?
Is It in the realm of possibility that he
hid the nerve to eat one of the dirty
hrown things? I think not. And it's the
same with turnips, asparagus, beets, cal-
ery, and so on to infinity. May blessings
he upon the heads of thelr discoverers and
early patrons. Beslde them the occupants
of the Hall of Fame, mere historical per-
sonages, fade away Into the deep gloom
of Insignificant obscurity. Trot out the
benefactor who first plekled pigs' feet!
Oh, show me the martyr who first boomed
sauerkraut!

“It is to the residents of the ancient
sencoasts, however, that we should sa-
Innim the lowest. To them belongs the
greatest eredit, for the conquest of the
vegetable Is as nothing when compared
with the conquest of the shellfish, What
was It about the crab’s physical appens-
mnce that suggestéd he was guod to eat?
How many prehistoric people broke their
tedth on the shell of his relntive, the lob-
ster, before learning that the inside alono
was cligibie for Internal use? And, any-
what do you supposs the men who
a lobater sald when he saw
the ugly beast turning red? For all we
know, however, the very ancients may
have had even worse thmos than we give
theém eredit for, os T doubt whother any
mun living today would care to go and
ghther muterinl for n Pirosaurus potpie,
a Megatherinm steak, or Pterdactyl stew
Prime honors, hotwithstanding, 1ot us be
stow upon him who first ate a snall
What courage! What originanlity! Leav-
tong and lominous path behind It
Its

Way,

g A
ps It goes, the snafl s suddenly sefzed,

i behalf of the ploneers, that | €optor looks as it meditatively, and then—

did he ke It home and coolk it, that first
sanil, or did he sat It—
“Ah =aid the Hungry Man, interrupt-

haid much to do with the imposing of the | Ig Bimsalf, “here vomes the walier with

death sentence.

our tripe and lce ecream.”—Brookiyn

A thi~d story has It that the men were | Eagle.

MASCOTS OF THE SAILOR.
Auimals and Birds Supposed to
Bring Luck to Ships.

Alligators, Monkeys, Parrots, Goatis,
and Dogs Peited While atl Sea—
Smperstitiona Prevalling on Board
Vi Is—A N y Part of Crew.

If saflors are aMicted with superati-
tlons they are also fond of mascots. Near-
Iy every mhip which comes to this port
has o dog or & cat or a goat or an alliga-
tor or a -ooster, or something eise which
the sallors took to for protection
the fury of the slemaents and the
the evil one. It is astonlshing how
mascots are carea for. In nearly
Instance they are fed from the
tahle, and whenever they are slck,
man on board exerts himaelf to find soms
remedy for the allment, and they are
never satisfled until a eure is

Mascots are an old as the hills with the
sallorman, He has had them over since
he hus belelved in the story about rats
leaving a sinking vessel, other

tlon about

his mind to a thing, and he
humd&slmmmm

parts of a ship's crew, and thers s am
end of it

is an alligator, a fellow, about
two and one-half feet long. He was
brought aboard when ho wasz as small as
:hmmmmmm;tw

Of ecourse, the alligator knows and
derstands. When they are feeding
smiles gver about three féet of mouth,
shows his teeth, and they Imagine he
pleased, and give him more. They say he
crawls to the feet of the men who give
him the most to eat, and therefors thers
Is & generous rivairy to see who will got
his favor. Unless something happeas to
put u stop to this practice that alligator
may diz of Indigestion,

The mascot on the steamship Memnon
s & “billy” goat. The appearnnce of that
goat would knock a holiday out of the

‘witlendar, or postpone Sunday or accom-

plish almost any other heinous denign,
He has been all sround the world jind
back again, and he is still ang  nd
truveling all the time as one of the cahin
passengers. He goes where be plenses,
and when he plenses, and there is not =
soul to say him nay. The man who would
be m0 brave as to proposs uny llmitation
to the license or liberty of
would be uncermoniously pitched over-
board without benefit of clergy. The nge
of the goat no living man will ondertake
to prophesy. He wns there years and
years ago. and he Is there yet. The flight
urthrmmmwuﬂmm
by. His heard has about the same num-
hernfhnininitmwultmuam'
2g0, and the butting capacity has
strength d § d of d |

m-wtumtem'ﬁhm»
taln and the crew, and everybody else im
any way connected with the i
to first make friends with that goat, and
every man who goes aboard with his
pockets full of tin cans and hrown paper
and things of that kind Is held in grateful
remembrance by the men on the ship.
Every morning “Bllly's” hide Is carefuliy
soaked and every evening his bed s made
with the same degree of cure ns if the
owner of the boat were going to use the
bunk. There are all sorts of stories about
this goat. They say he scented s hurri-
cane once and warred the officers by run-
ning around like mad and bellowing as if
he were mortally wounded. At first they
did not know whit to make of It, but In
time they found the wind rising and saw
the clouds, and knew the goat had a pre-
monitory warning. This accidental gay-
ety fizxed for life one goat.

The mascot on the steamship Ashantl,
the Britsh ahip which went to sea the
other day, Is & common cur dog. There
s nothing of high degree about him. He
Inoks as common and unattractive as any
dog on any street In the world, but won-
derful things are on the books of the
ship to his credit. They say he hag saved
two or three lives, has kept the pantry
clear of rats and mice, guards the vessel
when she Is In port, and knows the volca
of every man of the crew. He was born
somewhere in England, and they found
him abonrd after they had salied and
adopted him, and since then he has been
perfectly happy, and well he should be,
Tor he has been ns carefully looked after
and as tenderly treated as any dog of o
miliionaire. He has a buffalo robe on
which to sleep. he Is clothed in seariet
and fine raiment ih winter to keep his
body from the cold alr and the sea, and
when one of the wharfl rute sirikes him
that boy must be feet of foot If he gets
awny without a chastisement.

dSome of the frult ships have moiiaeys
amnd parrots as thelr guardian angels,
When Jack is at sen he has time to teack
them tricks, and he never overlooks &
chance 0 have his maseot learn every-
thing there Is to be [earmed, so he ean
make a show when he gots to port. Some-
times, down on the leves, there are mare
performancas.  The crews of the several
ships fraternize, and they bring thele
mascolz alqgng aml brag on what they
can do, nnd there 18 & grand competitive
dril! with the Interested owners and
spectators as Judge=s. All thesa trials
show how hard the men work to win
the approval of the other sallors, and they
demonstrate what can be done with the
lowest order of animals by patience and
intelligence.—New Orleans Times Demo-
crat.

WANTS HIS SALARY.

Civil War Captaln, Never Discharg-
ed, Demands £33 204,

Among the residents of South Dakota
Is & vetoran of the civil war who enjoys
the unique distinetion of having his name
still carried on the rolls of the War De-
partiment as a captain fn the volunteer
army of the United States. And becauss
of this Uncle Sgm will ba called upon te
pay him back salary aggregating $Ea%4
The old veteran ks Captuin Lockwood, and
his home fs nt Redflell He was com-
missioned a captain of voluntesrs in 1585,
The Government, st the close of the war,
notified him that he coudd be :!In.-}mrgtJ
ol any time upon properly llentifying

2 wersight he wis never

discharged.
Hs har not thought of the matter for
about thirty years. until the other day,
when he eame (0 the conclusion that
he had never been dischargd rrom the
army he was entitled to his sainry as eap-
taln for the Intervening years. His cap-
tein’s salary wos $& per month, It s
thirty-ulx venprs since he drew Lls last
month’s pay, and if the courts or War
Depurtment declde that he has ) iy
been o captain all this time he will 3:‘&'
from the Treasury of the United States
the neat sum of 322264 Fe has e
the services of an attorney, whoe will
prosecute the claim for him before the
proper authoritd LCinct ti Enqgui




